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By fan:Black 
and: Nick: Davies Spee 
Ay “Babour . ‘MP - is aeeking 
urgent’ assurances’ from: the 
: Attorney-General ‘that *an MI5 
officer’ facing charges. ‘under 
_ the Official: Secrets Act’ will re- 
-.ceive a fair trial. 

‘Mr Stuart: Bell, MP, for: Mid- 
dlesbrough and vice-chairman 
of his party’s home «affairs 
conmittee, -is writing to Sir 
Michael ,Havers ‘to express his 
concern ‘that jury vetting, for 


the trial may be being. ‘done on: 


8 political basis. 

‘Mr Bell also wants ‘the .MI5 
mani to have the norma} “free- 
dom to present his defence 
case in. full. 


who on April's: 
charges’ under!'the?:Official Sec- 
rets Act, including: . ¢ 


spying contrary’ ton Section: 1.. 


He is ‘the: first: member of MI5 
ever to appear‘in ‘court. 


A -, pre-trialic’ review, ‘in 


‘camera, “has: already) taken plae : 
be able to ‘bring “before the 


before the Lord: Chief Justice, 
Lord Lane. «Directions. were 
given to prosécuting and’ de- 
fence counseli:the: manner -in 
which the trial: will be con- 
ducted.’ 

It was decided that it would 
be in a camera, apart from a 
small part of the opening pro- 
secution speech by Sir Michael 
and the verdict; that certain 


égehaitiotie would ‘apply 40 the 
: presentation of ‘evidence for Te- 
asons of national: security and 
that the jury -would be vetted 
Mr Bell:said last night.in: a 
statement ::“ Even though . the 
entire trial.’ ‘as: I-uriderstand ‘it 
is ‘to be held in camera, I want 
to be sure that .Bettaney shall 


court ‘those documents that. 


-will- assist him in his defence; 


that his: defence counsel : shall 
be able fully to examine prose- 
cution witnesses and that 
witnesses that Bettaney may 
wish to call shall be allowed to 
give evidence. 

“It is essential that all the 
rules of evidence be adhered 


lena fair trial and 
{tations ;hgve been 
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vit Ts. specially 
cages _sinvolving 
as. national secur- 


matters. 
ity. ‘ 
The v B'process ‘is under: 
stood to %etvolve in-depth inves- 
tigation ‘ByMiboth MI5 and the 
Special Reh of the. political 
affiliation: of potential juroros. 
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MICHAEL BETTANEY, ‘the 
MIS officer accused of Spying 
for the Russians, has written an 
extraordinary letter -from his 
cell in Brixton prison claiming 
that he will not be given a fair 
trial. The fetter, _written on 
March 9, was sent to Stuart Bell, 
Labour MP for Middlesbrough 
and vice-chairman of the 
party's home affairs commitice, 

Bell is so concerned by 
Bettancy’s allegations that he 
has decided to release the full 
text of the letter today: to 
Britain's national news agency, 
the Press Association, Bell says 
he has also sent # copy to the. 
altorney-general, Sir Michael 
Havers. “It isa very articulate 
letter”, says Bell. “It raises 
issues which should be taken 
up. 

Bell, who is a barrister, says 
he has thought carefully about 
the legality of releasing a letter 
from a man awaiting trial. “If 
any fault were made the entire 
establishment would come 
down like a ton of bricks", he 
says. Bell now wants reassur- 
ances from Havers that Betta- 
ney is mistaken in claiming he 
will not be given a reasonable 
chance of defending: himself 
when the trial begins on April 
10 at the Old Bailey. 

“There’s absolutely no doubt 
as to Bettaney’s sincerity. 1 
intend to raise all the points he 
makes in his letter with the 
attorney-general,” says. Bel!, 
Bell's action today reflects the 
concern in legal circles about 
the secrecy surrounding the 
trial. 

Earlier this month The 
Sunday Times revealed that 
Prospective jurors were being 
secretly vetted by the special 
branch’ and MIS. This move 
followed a ruling in February by 
Lord Lane, the lord chief 
justice, that the trial would be 
conducted in*’camera, apart 
from a brief opening statement 

iby the prosecution’; and the 
! delivery of the verdict’? 

Bell wants Havers +o state 
that, despite the need to pr 
national security, the court“will ¢ 
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standing in the commiunity“and 
so forth. Be tee 
‘tin’ this’ area, a2 rign ‘or, 
woman's _[political}- involve: 
ment... might be séén* in the, 
eyes - of they authorities, as? 
suffitient t0,"debair, hint oj ape 
from jury service inmyctrial 
Neat, -Betlaney “turns* tg) bf 
alleged limitations: on. the-way- 
that court wil ‘admit dacumens 
tary evidence. “Certain crucial: 
documentary exhibits." : he 
claims, “will not be produced at 
the trial, nor-be made‘available 
for the preparation of my 
defence. - on 
“Instead,” he claims, ta. 
sclection of expurgated exhibits 
produced by the direcjor of 
public prosecutions... will be 
exhibiled,” “PENS 
Bettaney claims, too, that his 
lawyers may not be allowed 10 
call experts. who could “com. 
ment on and where necessary 
refute” the ‘evidence ofj-the 
security service witnesses.” He 
also claims that his ‘lawyers’ 
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Bettaney’s letter 


cross-examination of security 
service witnesses will be “cur: : 
tailed”. He adds: “Even in thei 
framework of a totally secret 
trial these are arcas vital to my, 
defence.” . 

In view of these procedural 
issues Bettaney even wonders 
whether he should refuse to take 
Part in the Proceedings. He 
writes: 


, 

“lam at present considering 

whether, as a matter of prin. 

ciple, it is right for me to take 
any part.” : 

Bettancy also strangly objects 

tothe “high level of secrecy 


suil respect the fundamentalgsurrounding the actual trial, 


and traditional principles of 
Justice. He is anxious to clarify 
that Bettaney’s defence will be 
peat Stl Nl documents to - 
counSthatd ‘Tawyers will 

be able tilts eae ee 
prosecution Witnesses and’ that 
Bettaney will be able to call . 
witnesses he feels are vital to his 
Case, 

All these points are based on: 
claims made by Bettaney in hiss 
handwritten letter. ‘} 

Bettancy, aged 33, is the first 
MIS officer ever to appeay 


court. He faces‘ six!* charges? 


under the? Official. Secrets “Achy, 
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: including. three “of !spying-co 
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national security, meee ae 
First, Bettaney questions the; 


way that the Jury is. bei 
vetted, Fetes 


alleges. “This process, ith» 
which” 1 am ‘protssipaaliyit 
familiar, involves checks 

to establish whether a furor ised 
member of or sympathiser with 

any subversive Party or organis- 
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1 believe’ that the’ situgtion 
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